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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listing, of claims in the application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) An electronic device network system comprising: 
an electronic device for transmitting data via a network; 

a plurality of storing means for storing data transmitted from the electronic device; 

a plurality of external devices for acquiring data from the storing means and processing 
the acquired data; and 

a setting section for setting a security level for the data to be transmitted, wherein the 
se tting s ection s ets the s ecurity l e vel res pon sive to an input from a user of the electronic device, 
where, the, set security level being selected by <rihe_user is selected from a plurality of identified 

security levels; trvrrk; 

the network connecting the electronic device, the plurality of storing means, and the 
plurality of external devices to one another; a irother; 

wherein the electronic device, at least one of the plurality of storing means, and at least 
one of the plurality of external devices each have a security function and an other Trss-or-irrtfri- 
security level associated with the set security level; and t rrvrrh 

a sea rch m e a ns fo r s earchin g t he plurality of s torin g m eans and for se archin g t he plu r a lit y 

of external devices to identify one of a given storing means or given external device whose, 
se c u ri ty leve l c or r espon ds to the s ecurity l e vel s et i n the s ettin g s ection; and 

wherein the electronic device transmits the data to one of the given storage means or the. 

g ive n ex tern a l d e vi ce respon si ve to an i n put from the us er s electin g t he on e of th e i d entified 
given storing means or the identified given external device as the recipient for the transmitted 
data. 
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2. (Previously Presented) The electronic device network system as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein: 

the plurality of storing means includes a first storing means having a first security level, 
and a second storing means having a second security level, the first security level being higher 
than the second security level. level, 
tfae-tdcctromc-d^ 



th e - s cc m i ty level set in t he setting section, so tha t the transmit t ed da t a correspondin g to t he se t 
security l evel is received by the given storing means, 

3. (Original) The electronic device network system as set forth in claim 2, wherein the 
first storing means transmits data by encrypting the data, and the second storing means transmits 
data without encrypting the data. 

4. (Original) The electronic device network system as set forth in claim 2, wherein the 
first storing means is connected to the Internet via a firewall that limits access from devices on 
the Internet, and the second storing means is connected to the Internet without the firewall. 

5. (Original) The electronic device network system as set forth in claim 2, wherein the 
first storing means does not have access to the Internet, and the second storing means have access 
to the Internet. 




iidterrtify-a--grverc- 



6. (Original) The electronic device network system as set forth in claim 1, wherein the 
electronic device, at least one of the plurality of storing means, and at least one of the external 
devices each have a communications function for encrypted data. 
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7. (Canceled) The electronic device ne t work sys t em as set forth in clai m 1, further 
comprising -- searh - means -- for - searcfa 

d e v i ce acco r ding to t he irs pecthr-tres ocia t cd securi t y level of t he elec t r o nic device , a t le ast on e 
o f t he - plnrali t y of storing means, and at least one of the plurality of exter nal devices. 

8. (Currently Amended) The electronic device network system as set forth in claim 1, 
ffflther-comprising-Miej£iriihe_search means includes means for searching for an external device 
according to locations or functions of the external devices. 

9. (Currently Amended) The electronic device network system as set forth in claim 1, 
ctainr?;-wherein the search means further includes means for searching for a transmission route 
of the transmitted data from the electronic device to the storing means or the external devices. 

10. (Previously Presented) The electronic device network system as set forth in claim 8, 
wherein the search means further includes means for searching for a transmission route of the 
transmitted data from the electronic device to the storing means or the external devices. 

11. (Previously Presented) The electronic device network system as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein each of the plurality of external devices includes a search section for searching for a 
storing means whose associated security level matches the associated security level of one of the 
plurality of external devices which is making such a search. . 

12. (Currently Amended) The electronic device network system as set forth in claim 1 , 
claim -?-,- wherein the electronic device includes a displaying means for displaying a result of 
search made by a search means according to search conditions. 
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13. (Previously Presented) The electronic device network system as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein the respective associated security level of the electronic device, at least one of the 
plurality of storing means, and at least one of the plurality of external devices is further 
established based on whether the electronic device, the storing means, and the external devices 
belong to which of a plurality of networks that are connected to one another via access control 
means. 

14. (Original) The electronic device network system as set forth in claim 1, wherein each 
of the external devices comprises an image forming device. 

15. (Original) The electronic device network system as set forth in claim 1, wherein the 
electronic device comprises a scanner. 

16. (Original) The electronic device network system as set forth in claim 14, wherein the 
electronic device comprises a scanner. 

17. (Currently Amended) A data receiver search system comprising: 

a plurality of storing means for storing data, each storing means having a different 
security level associated therewith; 

a plurality of external devices for acquiring data from the storing means and processing 
the acquired data; 

an electronic device connected to the plurality of storing means and the plurality of 
external devices via a network; 

a search device being connected to the electronic device; 
wherein the electronic device includes: 

a transmission section for transmitting data to the storing means, and 
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a setting section for setting a security leve l for the Hat 
th e se ttin g se cti on sets the se curi ty le vel re s pon sive to a n i npu t from 




-a user of th e 



1, wherein 



electronic device, where the set security level is selected hy the user from a plurality of identified 
security le ve l s ; levels, for the data to be transmitted; 

wherein the search device includes a search section for searching the plurality of storing 
means to identify a given storing means whose respective associated security level corresponds to 
the set security level set in the setting section ; and 

wherei n s aid tr ansmi s si on s ecti on trans mi ts , so t ha t the transmitted data corresponding to 

the set security level is received by to_the given storing means responsive to an input from the 
u s er s electin g t he i d entified given s t or in g m eans a s th e re ci pi ent for th e tr an sm itted d ata. 

18. (Currently Amended) A data receiver search method using an electronic device 
network system that comprises: 

an electronic device for transmitting data via a network; 
a plurality of storing means for storing data transmitted from the electronic 
device; and 

a plurality of external devices for acquiring data from the storing means and 
processing the acquired data, 

the network connecting the electronic device, the storing means, and the external 
devices to one another, and 

the electronic device, at least one of the plurality of storing means, and at least one 
of the external devices each having a security function and an associated security level; 
and 

wherein said data receiver search method includes the steps of: 

(a) setting a security level for the data to be transmitte d responsive to a user of the 




_the set security level bemg selected - by 



a-ffser from a plurality of identified security levels; 
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(b) searching for a given storing means from the, plurality nf storing means and a given 
external device fr om th e p l u r a li ty of ex ternal d evices whose respective associated security level 
match the security level set in step (a) when the electronic device transmits data ; and riyri-a- 

(c) a ll ow in g t r a nsmi s si on of d ata t o on e of th e given stor in g m ean s or th e give n ex tern a l 

device whose respective, associated security level matches the security level set in step (a) 
r esponsive to an i n put fr om th e u s er s electin g th e on e of th e i d entified g iven stor in g m e a n s or th e 
identified given external device as the recipient for the transmitted data, 

19. (Previously Presented) The data receiver search method as set forth in claim 18, 
wherein said searching includes searching for an external device according to a location or 
functions of the external device. 

20. (Previously Presented) The data receiver search method as set forth in claim 18, 
wherein said searching includes searching for a transmission route of the transmitted data from 
the electronic device to the storing means or the external devices. 

21. (Currently Amended) The data receiver search method as set forth in claim 18, 
further comprising the steps of: 

prohibiting transmission of data from the electronic device or from the storing means 
when the when the respective associated security levels of the electronic device, the storing 
means, and the external devices do not match the desired security level as established by the user; 
and 

wherei n sa id a ll ow in g t ransmission o f data i n cludes allowing transmission of data from 
the given storing means to the given external device when the when the respective associated 
security levels of the electronic device, the storing means, and the external devices match the 
desired security level. 
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22. (Previously Presented) The data receiver search method as set forth in claim 21, 
wherein when stored data in a storing means needs to be outputted from an external device and 
the external device and the storing means storing the stored data have different associated 
security levels so that the stored data is prevented from being transmitted from the storing means 
to the external device, said data receiver search method further comprises the step of: 

repeating said step of searching to identify another given external device whose 
associated security level matches the associated security level of the storing means storing the 
stored data. 



